










Alumni News

Turning for 
Home

Alumni in Print

This is the 
second novel 
from playwright 
and writer 
Barney Norris 
(2006), coming 
after the critically 
acclaimed Five 
Rivers Met on a 

Lawyers’ Drinks 
On 26 October, a group of enthusiastic current 
Keble law students took advantage of the 
excellent opportunity to join Keble Alumni 
Lawyers for a relaxed and informal evening in the 
Members’ Common Room at Lincoln’s Inn, hosted 
by Lisa Weston-Mangion (1997) and Robert 
MacVicar (1973).

The Keble Lawyers’ Drinks, which has been a 
regular fixture for the last seven years, welcomes 
all generations of Keble lawyers, including those 
who either read law or have been working in 
the legal profession, together with their friends 
and guests, for an enjoyable evening. It is a 
great occasion to build new relationships with 
like-minded professionals. You can join the Keble 
Lawyers’ Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/groups/1486152458312223 so you don’t 
miss out on upcoming events. The next event is 
on Wednesday 9 May in the Members’ Common 
Room at Lincoln’s Inn, from 6.00pm onwards.

Alumni Lisa Weston-Mangion (1997) and Robert MacVicar (1973) hosted current Law 
students Ope Oreyemi (2017), Robert Harris (2017), Eunice Ong (2016), Grace Kettle 
(2017), John Mainland (2016), Jonathan Bowering (2016) and Alex Ivory (2016)

Parental Podcast

The Wizards 
of Once

The Wizards of 
Once is the first 
volume in a new 
series by Cressida 
Cowell (1985), 
author and 
illustrator of the 
hugely successful 
How to Train Your 

The Long 
Hangover

Guardian Moscow 
correspondent 
Shaun Walker 
(2000) examines 
Russia’s resurgence 
under Putin in The 
Long Hangover: 
Putin’s New Russia 
and the Ghosts of 

My son James loves history and is always 
asking me about it. We were heading to 
Italy one summer when I asked him if 
he had heard of any Italian artists … and 
he remembered the names of four of 
them: Raphael, Donatello, Michelangelo 
and Leonardo! They’ve done more for 
Renaissance history than is reasonable to 
expect from a gang of teenage turtles, 
even if they are mutant ninja ones. Anyway, 
during that conversation James suggested 
that we make a podcast series together, and 
we came up with Dad and Me Love History. 
In each episode we answer one of the big 
questions in history. The show aims to get 
5 to12-year-olds, and their parents, away 
from screens for a pacey 15-minutes full of 
entertainment and insight. 

The first season of podcasts includes: 

‘The Most Important Question in History’; 
‘Was the Great Wall of China built by an 
awesome leader or a crazy dude?’; ‘Why was 
the Roman army so awesome?’; ‘Who’s the 
best ever? Mr Lego v Mr Disney’.

We’re on iTunes, Spotify, Stitcher and just 
about everywhere you can get podcasts. 
Our website is dadandmelovehistory.
com, and we’re on Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter. And check out my World War II 
novels at paulletters.com – The Slightest 
Chance, based in Hong Kong, China and 
London in 1941-42, will be published during 
Michaelmas term, 2018.  

Paul Letters 
1996 PGCE History

Wooded Plain. Turning for Home follows 
the ageing Robert and granddaughter 
Kate, each confronting their own 
troubles. The novel explores themes of 
family, human frailty and reconciliation.

Dragon books. It is the story of a young 
boy Wizard and a young girl Warrior who 
have been taught since birth to hate 
each other, and the thrilling tale of what 
happens when their two worlds collide.

the Past. The book provides new insight 
into contemporary Russia and its search for 
a new identity, telling the story through 
the country’s troubled relationship with its 
Soviet past. 
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Eighty Alumni Ghosts returned to take on the current teams at the beginning of Michaelmas 
in a day celebrating Keble sport. Throughout the day we held Men’s and Women’s Football, 
Rugby, and Netball fixtures as the older Keble generations took on the new. Both Men’s 
Football Ghosts teams won their matches 3-2, and the Rugby Ghosts won 54-12 against 
the current men, while the students won the Women’s Netball by one goal 26-25. The 
Women’s Football match was a friendly mixed affair, with old and new Keblites playing 
together. Next year will be the 50th Anniversary of the Football Ghosts fixtures and so we 
will be inviting all Football Ghosts players to join the Summer Dinner on 6 July in celebration. 

Alumni News

Ghosts and 50th Anniversary in 2019

Jack and Joel on X factor

From the KA

Richard English CBE (1982) 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Professor 
of Politics, Queen’s University 
Belfast. Awarded CBE for services to 
the Understanding of Modern Day 
Terrorism and Political History.

Sir Tim Besley (1981) 
Professor, London School of Economics 
and Political Science. Awarded 
Knighthood for services to Economics 
and Public Policy.

New Year Honours
The Keble Association (KA) works 
closely with the College to support 
undergraduate and graduate students 
through a variety of grants. The aim of 
these grants is to allow students to have 
the best possible experience during their 
time at College, and to reduce financial 
strain. KA grants help students to attend 
conferences, conduct fieldwork, travel 
for research, and other projects related 
to their studies by covering either all 
or part of the costs. In recent years we 
have also awarded grants to students 
wishing to take up internships. 

Keble students have travelled worldwide 
with KA funding, with projects ranging 
from medical placements and work with 
refugees, to the production of stage 
performances and film-making. 

Every year, exceptional projects are 
presented with awards. Award winners 
of the past year include: a graduate 
historian for archival research in Dublin 
to study the trend of demobbed Irish 
soldiers joining the IRA following their 
return from WWI; two graduate medical 
students for electives at an obstetrics & 
gynaecology hospital in Uganda and at 
a mobile obstetrics & gynaecology unit 
in Ethiopia; an undergraduate lawyer for 
an internship in the Constitutional Court 
of South Africa; an MSc geographer 
conducting dissertation fieldwork on 
alternative food networks in China; a 
graduate English student producing a 
stage play in London; and a neuroscience 
undergraduate for the production of a 
musical on the subject of mental health 
in London, Edinburgh and Oxford. 

The KA is open to all Keble alumni to join 
as Members. We welcome volunteers 
to join as Trustees and to take an active 
role in working with the JCR and MCR 
to promote the opportunities available 
and to help in the grant-making process. 
Of course, the work we do relies on the 
financial contributions from Members; if 
you would like to join the KA and make 
a donation to support Keble students 
in this way, you can now do so via the 
Talbot Fund.  

www.keble.ox.ac.uk/making-a-gift

For further information, please get in touch 
via the Alumni and Development Office.

Jack Remmington (2013) and Joel Fishel 
(2013) wowed the nation with their 
performances throughout X Factor 2017. 
The singing duo have been a favourite at the 
Keble Young Alumni BBQ and Keble Ball for 
years and so the Keble community watched 
with excitement as the two impressed 
the judges with their Ed Sheeran mashup 
audition and progressed through the show. 
Winning a wild card, the two gave fantastic 
performances in the live shows but they 
were unfortunately voted off in Week 3. 
Since they have been catapulted to fame, 
the boys have over 34,000 subscribers 
to their YouTube channel and are gigging 
internationally. On 9 March they released 
their very first original single – available to 
download on all streaming platforms.

Nela Scholma-Mason  
MSt Archaeology 2011

Congratulations to the following Keble Alumni whose achievements have been 
recognised in the 2018 New Year Honours list.



Diary

Keble College Music Society
see www.keblemusic.co.uk for music events

Alumni welcome

More details and booking information online at
www.keble.ox.ac.uk/events

Enquiries to alumni.events@keble.ox.ac.uk

Alumni and Development Office
Keble College
Oxford OX1 3PG
 
dev.office@keble.ox.ac.uk
alumni@keble.ox.ac.uk
+44 (0)1865 272799 

Sunday 22 April
Leavers’ Tea

St Mark’s Day Service
The Chapel 5.30pm

Saturday 5 May
Degree Day for 2017 Finalists
Details were emailed to Graduands 
in January.

College Ball
APOPHIS
www.kebleball.com

Tuesday 15 May 
Poets at Keble
Stephanie Burt and Hera Lindsay Bird
The Pusey Room 6.30pm

Friday 25 May
Eric Symes Abbott 
Memorial Lecture
The Revd Richard Coles
The Chapel 5.30pm

23-26 May
Summer Eights

Saturday 26 May 
Rowing Society AGM and Dinner 
Invitations were sent in March.
Dinner open to all. Book online. 

Young Alumni BBQ
Alumni (matric year 1998 and later) 
are warmly invited to an informal 
BBQ in College. Book online.
Hayward Quad 1.00pm

Saturday 2 June 
College Garden Party
First year Graduates and 2nd Year 
Undergraduates and their families 
have been invited. Alumni can apply 
for tickets from the Alumni and 
Development Office. 
Newman Quad 3.00pm 

2018 
Reunion 

Date
1985 - 94

Saturday 15 September

Data Protection Statement  
Your data will be used by Keble College and members of the Alumni Network solely for organising events, producing and 
distributing publications, careers advice and fundraising. The data will not be passed without your permission to external 
organisations or individuals other than those acting as agents of the College or contracting to provide services to the College 
that entail access to the data. The College does not sell any data to third parties. For a copy of the College’s full Alumni and 
Development Office Data Protection Statement go to www.keble.ox.ac.uk/alumni/data_protection. You can change your 
details and/or manage how we communicate with you at any time in the future by email or online at https://www.keble.net 
or by writing to us by post. If at any time you have any queries about the use of your personal data in DARS, or wish to change 
the fact of, or extent of, use of your personal data, please contact us via email, post or by calling +44 (0)1865 282303.

the brick is written, designed and produced by the Alumni 
and Development Office with the assistance of current 
Keble students and staff.

Editing and setting by Boriana Boneva (Communications Manager).
Printing and distribution by Hunts. Proofreading by Les Hearn (1968).

the brick is copyright © 2018 Keble College, Oxford, OX1 3PG. 

All rights of the individual contributors are reserved. No part of this publication may 
be reproduced or translated in any form, by any means mechanical, electronic or 
otherwise, without prior consent of the publisher. The views expressed are those of 
the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the Governing Body of the College.

Contributors and photographers: Anna Barona, Martha Baskerville, Matthew Bevis, Emma Biddiscombe, Verity Bligh, Katy Brand, Adam Bush, Alec Carr, 
Emma Carter, Joel Fishel, Adrian Grayston, Rebecca Greeves, Brian Johns, Veronika Kovacs, Klaudia Krawiecka, Paul Letters, Robert MacVicar, Matthew Martin, 
Camilla Matterson, Jack Remmington, Nela Scholma-Mason, Sharon Thomas, Jenny Tudge, the University of Oxford China Office and Lisa Weston-Mangion.

Alumni group and
Entrepreneurs group

@KebleAlumni

Keble College 
Alumni group

   the brick

Thursday 10 May 
London Lecture
Making Choices in Public Policy 
By Paul Johnson (1985), 
Director at the Institute of 
Fiscal Studies. At UBS, 5 
Broadgate Circle, EC2M 2QS

Contacts

Saturday 30 June 
2018 Summer Dinner
Sung Evensong, a reception, and 
Dinner in Hall. Open to all Alumni 
and their guests (regardless of year, 
course or subject).

Booking is now available online. 

Special invitations will be sent to:

•the 1958s to celebrate 60 
years since Matriculation

•past JCR and MCR committee 
members

•Year Group representatives

Keble Association Trustees
Meeting and AGM
The de Breyne Room of the SCR
4.00pm (AGM at 4.30pm)

Last orders please...
Only 16 copies remain of the 
beautiful new limited edition 
etching of College by Andrew 
Ingamells. Reserve yours today by 
calling 020 7704 6808, or emailing 
enquiry@capitalprints.com

More details are available here: 
https://tinyurl.com/y77w2csv

150th Anniversary Call for Nominations
As part of a series of projects marking the 150th Anniversary, we want 
to celebrate the College and people associated with Keble through 
an online collection of 150 items - stories, faces, interviews, voices, 
objects, pieces of text and music. We will also be commissioning 
photographic portraits for a temporary exhibition in Hall in celebration 
of the diverse Keble community, as we reach 40 years of coeducation 
in 2019. For both projects, we are looking for nominations of 

individuals, including alumni, current students, or staff members 
(academic and non-academic) who you see as inspirational and 
deserving of recognition for their achievements, be they personal 
or professional. Please submit your nominations by post or email to 
alumni@keble.ox.ac.uk by Friday 18 May, providing the full name 
of your nominee, details of their association with Keble, and up to  
100 words to explain why you think they should be featured. 


